Statistical Bulletin 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Volume 35 


JANUARY 1954 


Number 1 





——— 





Record Low Mortality in 1953 


ESPITE AN outbreak of influ- 
enza in the early months of 
the year and a severe heat 

late 
mortality was experienced in 1953 
by the Industrial policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany. Virtually group 
showed a lower death rate than in 
1952. It thus appears that American 


wave in summer, record low 


every age 


wage-earners and their families en- 
joyed exceptionally favorable health 
conditions in 1953, benefiting from 
the continued improvement in medi- 
cal and public health services, the 
fruits of fields, 
and our high standard of living. 


research in these 


Comparison With Previous Years 


The death rate in 1953 for all ages 


conibined was 6.5 per 1,000 policy- 


holders, or the same as in the pre- 
ceding two years, even though the 
proportion of insured at the older 
ages had increased. If the age dis 
tribution of the Industrial policy 
holders had remained the same as in 
1952, the death rate in 1953 would 
have been 6.3 per 1,000, or lower 
than that in any previous year. 

1911, the 1953 
death rate (6.5 per 1,000) showed 
an improvement of nearly 50 per- 


Compared with 


cent. Had the death rates by age ex- 
perienced in 1911 continued to pre- 
vail in 1953, there would have been 
304,000 deaths among the Industrial 
policyholders last year instead of the 
119,185 actually reported. Thus, 
about 185,000 deaths have been post- 
poned in 1953 as a result of the de- 
cline in mortality since 1911. 


Mortality by Sex and Age 


At every age group but one, white 
male and white female policyholders 
recorded a lower death rate in 1953 
than in 1952; the one exception was 
white boys in the age group 5-9, 
where the increase was slight. The 
details are shown in Table 1 on the 
following page. 

The long-term reduction in mor- 
tality has been truly remarkable, 
particularly at the 
Compared with 1911-1915, the death 
rate in 1953 represented a drop of 
at least 85 


younger 


ages. 


percent among white 
females at every age group under 35 
years ; although the improvement de 
creased progressively with advance 
in age, it still arnounted to more than 
50 percent at ages 65-74. While the 
record for males has not been quite 
still out 


as remarkable, it shows 


standing progress. 
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Major Causes of Death 


The death rate from the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases among the 
Industrial policyholders was 335.3 
per 100,000 in 1953, or practically 
the same as in 1952 (340.5 per 100,- 
000). 
and 


Deaths from arteriosclerotic 


degenerative heart disease— 
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which category includes diseases of 
the coronary arteries—accounted for 
about 55 percent of all the deaths 
from the cardiovascular-renal condi- 
tions. While the death rate from the 
arteriosclerotic and degenerative 
heart diseases increased slightly dur- 
ing 1953, all the other major sub- 
divisions of the cardiovascular-renal 





TasLE 1—DeratH RaTES FROM ALL 


CausEs (INCLUDING WaR DEATHS) 


WuiTE PERSONS BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS. INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING 


BustneEss,* METROPOLITAN LiFe I 


Act 
Prriop 
(Years) 


NSURANCE Company, 1911 


Deatu Rate PER 100,000 POLICYHOLDERS 


To 1953 


PERCENT 
CHANGE, 
1953 SINCE 


1953} | 1952 


| 


1950 


1949 1948 1947 


WHITE MALES 


1942- 


1911- 
1946 
| 


1915 


| 

|; 1911- 
1952 | 1915 

| 





1-74 ors! 706.0} 697.6] 675.1 
1- 4 
5- 9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65-74 


112.7 
56.6 
54.5 

113.6 

198.3 

172.3 

395.4 

1,085.8 
2,518.1 


5,252.2 


120.1 
56.1 
57.9 

125.8 

215.2 

187.8 

423.7 

1,131.6 
2,538.1 
5,334.2 


112.4 
58.4 
57.4 

143.9 

~ 240.5 
183.8 
422.8 

1,111.3 
2,523.7 
5,293.6 


109.0 
62.5 
58.1 

133.1 

164.5 

184.6 

417.2 

1,104.0 
2,508.0 
5,240.4 


126.3 
66.8 
63.8 

110.1 

148.4 

174.4 

440.5 

1,144.8 
2,551.4 


5,245.4 





1-74 503.9] 508.2| 505.4] 501.6] 506.6 
1- 4 
5 9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 | 

25-34 

35-44 203.8 

45-54 §22.2 

55-64 | 1,288.6 

65-74 | 3,351.0 


87.4 
39.4 
33.0 
46.0 


57.9 


Olam 


92.2 


102.2 
41.6 
36.9 
50.3 
62.1 
94.1 

208.3 

547.8) 569.7 

1,308.5 | 1,335.0 
3,444.5 | 3,462.7 


97.6 
39.2 
30.8 
46.9 
68.2 
99.9 
222.2 


89.2 
46.4 
31.3 
52.5 
67.5 

104.9 
232.3 
565.7| 584.1 

1,338.6 | 1,396.5 

3,550.3 | 3,657.7 


104.3 
45.3 
36.7 
52.5 
69.7 

112.8 


237.0 

















he years 1911-1915. 
{Provisional 


673.7, 


683.1 681.4) 794.7 | 1,142.7 
| 
189.9 | 1,123.7 
95.5| 359.9 
84.2| 234.9 
283.7| 394.6 
766.3| 608.1 
467.0| 980.2 
560.1 | 1,637.9 
1,261.7 | 2,433.5 
2,679.8 | 4,198.8 
5,695.5 | 8,306.5 


144.8 
71.0 
61.0 | 

113.7 

158.8 


153.7 
78.9 
68.1 

124.5 

166.5 

186.1! 204.7 
467.3) 465.2 

1,188.9 | 1,203.3 

2,580.2 | 2,625.7 

5,537.1 | 5,461.7 








WHIT 











EK FEMALES 


l 
528.9| 569.9| 994.3 
oles Gan Rea 

117.3 
49.0 
39.5 
65.5 
96.2 | 
133.1 
273.5 | 
655.0 


518.7 


154.3 | 1,034.7 
64.2} 335.9 
54.4| 224.6 
80.2} 373.7 

119.6) 546.4 

169.0} 702.1 

324.8) 960.0 

718.9 | 1,502.5 

664.4 | 3,081.4 


1, 
4,227.2 | 6,927.3 


ere er 


116.3 | 
45.8 | 
37.6 
52.8 | 
76.6 

121.6 | 

259.6 | 

620.5 | 

1,463.3 | 1,498. 


wnmounmrmaes 











| 1} 
3,803.1 | 3,878.7 | 


1942-1953; Weekly alone for 
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diseases recorded lower death rates 


than in the year before; the figures 
appear in the table on page 4. 


The death rate from the malignant 
neoplasms (cancer and allied con- 
ditions) was practically the same in 
1953 as in 1952. However, the death 
rate from cancer of the respiratory 
system increased from 14.2 to 15.5 
per 100,000. 

Diabetes, another important de- 
generative disease, also recorded an 
increase in death rate, from 14.4 per 
100,000 in 1952 to 15.6 in 1953. 


Communicable Diseases 


Tuberculosis mortality continued 
its long-term downward trend. After 
a drop of 23 percent in the death rate 
from this cause between 1951 
1952, there was a further drop of 25 
percent from 1952 to 1953. Last 
year’s rate of 10.4 per 100,000 policy- 
holders was only half that recorded 


and 


three years earlier. 

Because of the outbreak of influ- 
enza in the early months of the year, 
the 1953 death rate from pneumonia 
and influenza combined was some- 
what higher than that in 1952. Actu- 
ally, the death rate from influenza 
increased from 1.9 to 2.6 per 100,- 
000, while that from pneumonia de 
creased slightly. 

Mortality from the four principal 
communicable diseases of childhood 
—measles, scarlet fever, whooping 
continued 
downward to a new low of .3 per 


cough, and diphtheria - 


100,000, These diseases, now almost 
negligible as causes of death, con- 
stituted a serious menace to child life 
less than two generations ago. 
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Acute poliomyelitis recorded a 
death rate of 1.0 per 100,000 policy- 
holders in 1953, one third less than 
that in 1952. Nearly 36,000 cases of 
the disease were reported in the 
general population last year, a de- 
crease of 36 percent from the all-time 
high of 1952. Steady progress in 
poliomyelitis research gives hope that 
the disease will eventually be con 
trolled. Last year widespread use was 
made of gamma globulin to provide 
temporary protection to children in 
epidemic areas in the United States. 
The results have not yet been com 
pletely evaluated, but they are ex- 
pected to confirm the findings of the 
1951] namely, that the 
method is effective in reducing both 


trials in 


the incidence and severity of the dis- 
ease. Even more significant is the de- 
velopment of a vaccine which prom- 
ises to give permanent protection. 
Large-scale production of the vac- 
cine is under way and it is planned 
in the spring to vaccinate from 
500,000 to 1,000,000 school children 
in the second grade in selected areas 
throughout the United States. 


Maternal Mortality 


While the number of births in our 
country reached a record high in 
1953, the mortality from pregnancy 
and childbirth dropped to a new low. 
The death rate among the insured 
last year. 1.3 per 100,000 policy- 
holders, was little more than half the 
figure for 1948 and only one fifteenth 
that for 1911. 

In the general population of the 
United States, the maternal mortality 
last year was less than 6 per 10,000 
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Tarte 2—Crupe Deatu Rates PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
ACCORDING TO THE SEVERAL REVISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL LIsT 
Tota, Persons, Att AGEs. INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BusiNnEss* 
METROPOLITAN Lir—E INSURANCE COMPANY, 1911 AND 1944 To 1953 


2D 


6TH REVISION | 5TH REVISION 
REVISION 


Cause or Dratu —— - 
1953+) 1952] 1951] 195 0 | 1950 1949) 1948) 1947| 1946) 1945| 1944) 1014! 
| | ¥ 


ALL Causes—ToraL . -| 648.5) 654.2) 651.7) 688.7/638.7 642. oot: 3)/659.1/684.3/771.1/778.2) 1,253.0 
Excluding enemy action. . .| 646.5\651.3)645.5 \63 358/635 8) G42 0165 4.2) 058.8 sa 72.9\687.3\711.6) 1,953.0 
Tuberculosis (all forms) 10.4) 13.8) 17.9] 20.7] 21.3] 24. 3 26.8) 30.6) 34.2) 344) 37.0 224.6 
Tuberculosis of respiratory 
system 9.3) 12.6) 16.3) 18.7) 19.2) 22.3) 24.4 27.7| 31.0) 31.1) 33.5, 203.0 
Syphilis : 2.5, 2.8) 3.8 1 5.2) 5.6] 6.6, 6.8] 7.3) 7.7) 8.6 11.0 
Communicable diseases of | } 
childhood 3} 5} 5) Hs.) 1.3) 1.9) 2.2) 23) = 58.9 








Acute poliomyelitis... 1.0) 1.5) 8| 1.0 1.0) 17] 10) 5] 13) 9 12 © 616 
7123.7 120.0 119.1) 114.8 112.3 110.1 107.9 693 
3} 26.9) 25.2| 23.2| 23.7| 2.9 2.4 25.7, 13.3? 


Malignant neeplasms 126.0) 126.2 123.5 120. 
Diabetes mellitus. 15.6) 14.4) 15.2] 15 
Diseases of the cardiovascu- | } | 
lar-renal system 335.3, 340.5 336.8 328.5314.4 316.9 321 0) 1319. 1317.2 2/317. 6 323.5 t 
Vascular lesions, central ner- | | | 
vous system... . 66.7| 69.0) 65.8) 64.1) 56.0 57.5 5| 9.5) | 59.7| 59.5) 59.7) 59.2 
Diseases of heart 246.3! 247.0 245.6 238,8.219.2 219.9 = 1 1216.0/212. 0) 209.8)213.2 
Chronic rheumatic heart | | | | 
disease 12.9) 13.4) 13.7) 13.5, 14. 5} 14.2) 14.4) 14.8) 14.8 16.3, 
Arteriosclerotic and de- | 
generative heart disease .| 184.0) 180.4 179.2 171.7 t t 
Hypertension with heart | 
disease... . 39.8) 43.1) 42.8) 43.8) 
Other diseases of heart 9.6) 10.1) 
ilypertension without men- | 
| 





tion of heart... §.7| 6.2) 
General arteriosclerosis 6.1) 6.6 
Nephritis and nephrosis 10.5 5 11.7} 

Pneumonia 15.3) 15.5! 
Influenza 2.6) 1.9) 
Ulcers of stomach and duode- 
num 48) 48 
Appendicitis . 1.6 
Hernia and intestinal obstrue- | 
tion |} 3.8) 3.5) 
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis,| | 
ete 5] 29) 2.6) 2. 2. 2. 3. 3.9 
Cirrhosis of liver 9.9) 9.9] 93 9. 0.8) 98) 9. 8.1 
Complications of pregnancy, he 

childbirth 3) 1.5} as S|} 18} 2.0) 2.4) 3.1) 3.3) 3.6 
Suicide | 58 60 6 O 7.0| 7.4) 7.2) 73) 7.5| 64 
Homicide | 26) 3.3! 3.1) 3.1] 3.2) 3.7) 3.7) 39) 3.1) 2. 
Accidents — total 40.0| 40.7| 37.8| 36.5 37.8] 37.4 39.6) 41.6) 45.6) 53.6) 51. 
Motor vehicle 16.2) 16.7 59 5.7| 15.8} 13.6) 14.1) 15.3) 16.0) 14.6) 
Home 6.9) 7.7] 7.7] 7.5 9.1} 9.8] 10.3]: 9.8 10.8} 10.1! 
Occupational (civilian) 3.5} 3.9) 4.1) 3.8) 3.9) 3.9) 48) 5.1) 4.9) 5.1 

War deaths—enemy action..| 2.0] 2.9} 6.2) 2.9 29) 1) 1] 5] 11.4) 838 

All other causes ... 65.4) 60.3) 57.8) 57.2) 52.1) 53.2) 55.6! 57.0) 61.6 67.0) 709 


| | 





























*Weekly and Monthly premium-paying business combined for the years 1944-1953; Weekly alone, 1911 
t Provisional 

TNot available 

‘Ages 1 and over 

2Not strictly comparable with the rates for 1944-1953 
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live births. In other words, there 
was only 1 maternal death for every 
1,800 births, whereas only five years 
earlier the ratio was 1 death in about 
950 births, and ten years ago 1 in 
about 450. 


External Causes of Death 


The mortality from accidents (all 
forms) -in 1953 was little different 
from that the year before. The slight 
decrease in motor vehicle fatalities 
is noteworthy because it occurred 
despite an increase both in the num- 
ber of motor vehicles registered and 
in the mileage traveled. Suicides and 
homicides also declined. 

As a result of the cessation of hos- 
tilities in Korea, the death rate from 
enemy action declined from 2.9 per 
100,000 in 1952 to 2.0 in 1953. 


Expectation of Life 


The average length of life (the 
expectation of life at birth) among 
the Industrial policyholders in- 
creased one half year in 1953, reach- 
ing an all-time high of 69.0 years— 
only one year short of the Biblical 
three score and ten. Ten years have 
been added to the average length of 
life in the past two decades and about 


The Motor Vehicle j 


ROMPTED by the urgency of the 
yin vehicle accident problem, 
President Eisenhower has called a 
White House Conference on High- 
way Safety to be held in the Nation’s 
capital on February 17-19. Dele- 
gates from each State, representing 
various groups of the population, 
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22’ years since 1911-1912. The im- 
provement has been more rapid for 
the Industrial policyholders than for 
the general population of the United 
States. In 1911-1912 the average 
length of life among these insured 
was about 61% years less than that 
for the population as a whole; at 
present the two are on a par. 


Outlook for the Future 


Further progress in life conserva- 
tion may be expected in the years to 
come, The death rate from tuber- 
culosis will undoubtedly continue to 
decline. A number of other infectious 
diseases as well will take a decreasing 
toll of life as additional advances are 
made in methods of prevention and 
treatment. The prospects are good 
that the mortality from surgical con 
ditions will be reduced further as 
operative techniques and pre- and 
postoperative care continue to im- 
prove. The broadest field for life con- 
servation, however, lies in the con- 
trol of the cardiovascular-renal dis- 
eases and cancer. These two groups 
of diseases together accounted for 
fully 70 percent of all the deaths 
among the Industrial policyholders in 
1953. 


Accident Problem 


will draft a program designed to re- 
duce the heavy toll of fatal and dis- 
abling injuries caused by motor ve- 
hicle mishaps. 

Motor vehicle accidents take about 
38,000 lives a years in the general 
population of our country. This is 
more than two fifths of all the deaths 
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TasLe 1—Mortauity From Motor VEHICLE AND From Tota, ACCIDENTS 
COMPARED BY AGE AND SEX. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, 1950-1952 


AVERAGE ANNUAL DeaTH RATES PER 100,000 


AGE 
PERIOD 
(YHARS) 


MALES 


MorTor 
Venicis 


ALL 
ACCIDENTS 


27.0 62.9 8.3 
13.3 
10.0 
41.8 
31.3 
25.0 
27.0 
33.0 
53.4 


34.6 78 
27.2 4.8 
74.3 9.7 
64.3 6.8 
65.6 5.8 
73.9 8.9 
94.9 11.0 
147.6 18.4 


sustained in accidents and a far 
greater toll than for any other single 
lurther- 
killed 


motor vehicle mishaps, about 35 are 


cause of accidental death. 


more, for every person in 
disabled, temporarily or permanently. 


Motor vehicle accidents account 
for a sizable proportion of the total 
accident mortality at every period of 
life among both males and females. 
This the table 


above, which presents the recent rec- 


is evident from 
ord for the Industrial policyholders 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, most of whom live in 
urban areas. Among males in early 
adult life, somewhat more than one 
half of all accidental deaths are due 
to motor vehicle mishaps ; outside of 
this period, such mishaps account 
for virtually two fifths of the total. 
Among females, the corresponding 
proportions are higher at most age 
periods, especially in early adult life. 

The mortality from motor vehicle 
accidents varies rather widely from 


FEMALES 


MorTor 
VEHICLE 


MorTor VEHICLE AS 
PERCENT OF ALL 
ACCIDENTS 


ALL 


ACCIDENTS MALES FEMALES 


44 
52 
71 
50 


40 


one area of the country to another, 
as may be seen in Table 2. The high- 
est rates are found in the Mountain 
States. Each of the States this 
region experienced a motor vehicle 


in 


accident rate appreciably above the 
national average of 22.2 per 100,000 
1949-1950 ; 
and Wyoming had the poorest rec- 


population in Nevada 
ords in the country, with a mortality 
about that the United 
States as a whole. California and 


twice for 
Oregon, in the contiguous region, 
also suffered a considerably higher- 
than-average death rate from motor 
vehicle accidents. On the other hand, 
the New England and the Middle 
Atlanti¢ States had the most favor- 
able records, with rates little more 
than half the 
most instances. 

The nature of the motor vehicle 
problem, as well as its magnitude, 
varies from one area to another. For 
example, interstate travel is a much 
greater factor in some States than in 


national average in 
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others. Nationally, just one ninth of — the total. In the more urbanized of 
the persons killed in motor vehicle the Northeastern States, from two 
traffic accidents in 1949 were not fifths to one half of the victims of 
residents of the State in which the motor vehicle accidents were among 
accident occurred. However, the pro- pedestrians. However, in a number 
portion reached nearly one half in of the rural Midwestern and Moun- 
Nevada, two fifths in New Mexico, tain States the proportion was one 
one fourth or more in Arizona, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, and Wyoming. Ap- 
parently, the poor records for the 


fifth or less. The details are shown 
in Table 2. 

For many years, safety, automo 
States in the Mountain region are tive, and highway construction en 
due in large measure to the death 
toll among out-of-State residents. 


gineers have devoted their efforts to 
make better vehicles and safer road 
The States differ also in the pro- ways. Many laws and regulations 


have been enacted in the interest of 


portion that pedestrian deaths are of 


TABLE 2—AVERAGE ANNUAL DEATH RATES FROM MoTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 
POPULATION, 1949-1950; AND NONRESIDENT AND PEDESTRIAN DEATHS AS 


PERCENT OF ALL Motor VEHICLE TraFric Dearns, 1949. By Stare OF OCCURRENCE 


Motor | Percent: Percent 
Veuicur Non- Pepes- 
DEATH |RESIDENT, TRIAN 
Rates | Dearas| Dearus 


Unrrep States 


New England 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 


Middle Atlantic 
New York. . 
New Jersey. . 
Pennsylvania 


East North Central 
Ohio. . : 
Indiana 
Illinois. . . 
Michigen 
Wisconsin 


West North Central 
Minnesota 
lowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas. . 

South Atlantic 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 


*Excludes Rhode Island. 
tNonreporting State. 


South Atlantic 


Virginia . 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 


vast South Central 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 

Missis ipp 


West South Central 
Arkansas 
Lo isiana 
Oklahoma 
exas 


Mountain 
Montana 
Idaho 
W voming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 


Pacific 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 


Source of basic data: Various reports by the National Office of Vital Statistics, 





8 STATISTICAL 


safety. Programs of safety education 
have been carried on by the National 
Safety Council, State motor vehicle 
and health bureaus, insurance com- 
panies, police departments, and other 
organizations. One reward has been 
a decrease of more than 50 percent 
in the mortality from motor vehicle 
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accidents since the mid-1930's on the 
basis of vehicle-miles traveled. There 
is need, however, for further in- 
tensive effort. It is hoped that the 
White House Conference on High- 
way Safety will be instrumental in 
reducing appreciably the toll of death 
and disabling injury. 


Widows and Their Living Arrangements 


HE WIDOWS in our country now 
jae close to 7% million and 
their number is rising steadily. In the 
early years of this century widows 
were increasing by less than 80,000 
annually, but since 1930 the yearly 
rise has been about 100,000. The in- 
dications are, moreover, that their 
growth will be even greater in the 
future; by 1960, there may be as 
many as 8% million widows in the 
United States. The trend since 1900 
is shown in the accompanying chart. 

Currently, more than one half of 
our widows are 65 or older, as may 
be seen in the table on page 10, 
which is based on the 1950 Census 
figures. Another two fifths of the 
widows are in midlife, that 13, in the 
age range from 45 to 64, and only 
about a tenth are under age 45. The 
relative importance of widowhood in 
our female population increases even 
more sharply with each advance in 

the fact 
somewhat 


age, as is evident from 
that 
more than one tenth of all women at 
ages 45-54, nearly one half at ages 
65-74, and not far from three fourths 
at ages 75 and over. 

A relatively large percentage of 
the widows in our country live in 


widows comprise 


urban areas. In 1950, about 73 per- 
cent of them were urban dwellers, 
compared with 70 percent of the 
single women and 66 percent of 
the married women. Proportionately 


more younger than older widows 


lived in urban areas. 

Nearly three fifths of ail widows 
maintain their own households. Ac- 
cording to the recent census, the pro- 
portion is as high as 70 percent 
among those in the age range 45-54, 
when almost half have children or 
other relatives them. 
However, as widows grow older, the 


living with 
proportion having their own house- 
holds decreases. In some cases, the 
widow and her children continue to 
live together, but in time one of the 
adult children assumes responsibility 
of the 
many more cases, widows give up 


as the head household. In 
their homes and move in with a mar- 
ried son or daughter, This tendency 
is reflected in the figures for 1950 
which show that about half the wid- 
ows at ages 65-74 and only two 
fifths of those at ages 75 and over 
were at the head of a household. 
Correspondingly, the proportion of 
widows living in the home of a child 
increased with advance in age. 
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Number of Widows in the United States, 1900-1953 
and Forecast for 1960 


O_ a = Ss 
1200 1310 1920 
»ource 
and Current Population Reports, P-20, No. 50, 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 


1930 _ 


of basic data: Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population 
page ¥ 


1940 1950 1960 
P-Cl, pages 179-180; 
Forecast for 1960 by the Statistical Bureau, 





Altogether, nine out of every ten 


widows live either in their own 


homes or in those of relatives. The 


remaining one tenth live under a 


variety of arrangements, as may be 
seen from the table on page 10. In 
1950, some 385,000, or 5.7 percent of 
the widows in our country, lived as 
lodgers or as resident employees. An 
additional 2.5 percent resided in 
hotels and the like, and 2.2 percent 
were in institutions, including homes 
for the aged. 

Many widows past the prime of 
life are in the labor force. In 1950 
fully one third of those at ages 55-64 
and more than one tenth of those at 
ages 65-74 were gainfully employed. 


some of these 


While may 


have been working by choice, many 


women 


of them undoubtedly did so because 
of economic necessity. At ages 75 
and over, only 2 percent of the wid 
ows were still gainfully occupied. Al 
though some of these aged widows 
were able to support themselves, a 
great many were dependent, in part 
at least, on the assistance of children 
and other relatives, and on public 
and private funds. 

In most families which are broken 
by the death of the breadwinner, the 
surviving spouse may anticipate 
The 


situation is particularly acute for 


many years of widowhood. 


those widows who still have the re- 
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sponsibility for the support and rear- 
children. Even 


husband’s 


ing of dependent 
when the 
after the children have grown up, the 
widow may find it difficult to sup- 


death occurs 


January 1954 


port herself. An important bulwark 
against the loss of income in the event 
of the husband’s premature death is 
provided by systematic saving, Life 
insurance, and various investments. 





RESIDENCE, LivinGc ARRANGEMENT, AND LABoR Force Status oF Wipows 
BY AGE. UNITED StaTEs, AprRiL 1950 


RESIDENCE, LivING | 
ARRANGEMENT, AND | 
LasoR Force STATUS | 

14 & over 


6734.3 
11.8 


Number of widows, in thousands. . 
Percent of all women....... 


Residence— Percent 100.0 
Urban... : 72.6 
Rural nonfarm =e 18.6 
Rural farm 3 ; 8.8 


Living arrangement — Percent 100.0 


56.7 
31.0 


95 7 


ood 


Head of household 
With relative in household. 
With no relative in household 


Living in household of others 38.6 
Child’s* ; Axe 24.6 
Other relative’s 8.3 
Non-relative’s 

As lodger . 
As resident employee 


Inmate of institution. . 


Living in hotel, dormitory, ete. 


AGEs, IN YEARS 
| | a 
| 45-54 | 55-64 


14-44 65-74 75 & over 


589.8 967.6 


1636.7 
he 11.1 


24.7 


2027.6 
46.1 


1512.6 
71.2 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
76.6 75.4 71.7 
16.0 16.8 19.4 
7A 7.8 8.9 


67.9 
21.3 
10.8 


100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 


62.9 69.9 
49.7 47.2 
13.2 | 22.7 


62.6 
34.6 
28.0 


55.3 
24.6 
30.7 


41.6 
18.1] 


23.5 


24 | 336 | 406 | 51.1 
0.5 | 29 > 291 | 403 
9.5 6.6 | 6.0 6.3 
4.5 43 4. 4.1 
1.9 LS 12 | 0.4 
09} 1 18 | 54 


2.8 8 2.3 





Labor force statust}—Percent. . 

In labor force 
Employed 
Unemployed... 

Not in labor force 
Keeping house beat 
Unable to work due to disability .. 
Retired, idle, or too old to work... 


100.0 100.0 100.0 


34.9 11.6 


| 2.3 
See note t beiow 18 | 0.5 | 0.1 


50 44.6 
41.6 


11.4 


6 
7 | 19.2 
5.6 8.7 


*Including those living in household of son-in-law or daughter-in-law. 


¢Non-institutional population. Statistics are available only for the widowed and the divorced together ; 
at ages 55 and over, widows represent more than 95 percent of this group. 


Source of basic data: Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, P-C1, page 182; P-E, No.2D, 
page 15; and P-E, No. 1A, page 101. 
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DEATH RATES* PER 100,000 PoLIcyYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS, WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


DECEMBER 1953 





ANNUAL RATE* PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS 


| 
Cause oF DEATH DECEMBER YEAR 


1953 1952 | 1953 | 1952 


All Causes—total. .. . , ve | 655.6 640.8 | 648.5 | 654.2 


Tuberculosis (all forms) 11.0 9.8 10.4 13.8 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system....... 9.9 8.9 9.3 12.6 
Syphilis a 1.7 18 2.5 2.8 
Communicable diseases of childhood. . ..... J 3 3 5 
Acute poliomyelitis..................... 6 6 1.0 1.5 
Malignant neoplasms... . icoonscl em 121.2 126.0 126.2 
Digestive system Bas ete 45.2 51.2 44.6 46.8 
Respiratory system 16.4 15.0 15.5 14.2 
Diabetes mellitus 15.6 14.5 15.6 14.4 
Diseases of the cardiovascular-renal system 335.9 333.4 335.3 340.5 
Vascular lesions, central nervous system. 70.0 67.2 66.7 69.0 
Diseases of heart 244.1 242.3 246.3 247.0 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease... . 12.3 14.2 12.9 13.4 
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart 
disease ; ‘ 177.0 184.0 180.4 
Hypertension with heart disease... 5.7 39.5 39.8 43.1 
Other diseases of heart 9, 16 | 9.6 
Hypertension without mention of heart J 6.2 5.7 
General arteriosclerosis... .... . . 5.9 : 6.1 
Nephritis and nephrosis 
Pneumonia 
Influenza... pad 
Ulcers of stomach and duodenum. 
Appendicitis 
Hernia and intestinal obstruction 
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, etc. 
Cirrhosis of liver 
( omplications of pregnancy, childbirth 





15.3 


48 
1.4 
3.8 


eee) 








CNmwrorc. 


Se ee te ee Be oe Be 


13 
5.8 


> 


Homicide. ; 
Accidents—total. . 
Motor vehicle. . 
Home...... 
Occupational (civilian) . 
War deaths—enemy action... 
All other causes 


4 
© ho we 





“= w-I 








*The rates for 1953 are provisional, 
Correspondence relating to the BULLETIN may be addressed to: 
The Editor 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. 
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MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY: INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 
WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED 


DEATH RATES PER 1000 POLICYHOLDERS + ANNUAL BASIS 
3, —_—_ 


am Wes, eas CE 


T 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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| | 
—— 1953 





Se A a AS a oT eT ST PS 
(vec) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV 
952 74 68 Tl 67 67 62 64 62 58 60 65 
953 70 74 76 64 60 62 68 59 62 61 6.1 


/953 figures ere provisional 
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